Wurlitzer 1015 Restoration

A few years ago, | got this wild hair that |

wanted to restore another jukebox. Q @3S 06 S ¢
a coinrtop collector sincehte late 1970s, but

itQ Been roughly 30 years since my last
experience with a jukebox. | partially restored

a Wurlitzr 412long agol still have tkat 412
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little maintenance

So now, | have my eye on a Wurlitzer 1015.
b2N¥YIFfte L R2yQdG tA71S
eBaybecause® 2 dz Y SOSNI 1y246 6|
really getting. Troublesi when you get one of
those wild hairs, logic seems to go out the
window. Guesswho the high bidder isAfter

a whirkwind trip from south central

Tennessee up to Akron, OH to pick this thing
up,LQY K2YS 4 A0 KBagalonyS g
previous experiencwith purchases off eBay,

| went into this project pretty much knowing

it was going to be a total restoration.

Actually, that was what | wantetlwanted to

get intojust abouteverything on this 1015.

How else do you learm®lso, how else do you

1 Y 2 ¢ doke@@dily the way you want

them don€@ The only thingg RA Ry QG G N
restore myselivere the amp, volume control

box, and speaket.sent them to much better
qualified people to be rebuilt.
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As you can see in thie dzy’ NI apicrtlB R ¢
above, my 1015daey Qi f 2 21do G K| (i
have te metal skiring around the basd.already removed it before getting tH®15o0ut of the back ofny truck. Closer
inspection started showing ehow big ny project was going to b&he whole box needs a good cleanifrgshpaint,
andinsidefoil across the topit needs the correct tone arm, volume control box and afiife veneeron the cabinehas

a couple of really bad looking patches and dings, its missing all of the coin gear, the ptastacsouplecracks and the
insidepaint on the plasticss peeling offOne ofthe casters and one of theear @ F StRBailitide casteris screwedn to is
partially missingThe wiring scares the hell out of m@retty much everything on this machine needs some type of
attention. Firstthing to do is order the service and parts man@dcond thing | did was find a good place on the
Internet to ask questions. The place | foundhigp://jukebox.markmail.org/ Thanks to everyone that respordi¢o all

my questions | posted there.

After getting the manual and takirigts of pictures, | started dismantling the entire jukebox. | wanted to get down to
just the cabinet so | couletbuild the bottom get it mobile againand thenstart stripping offthat old veneer and


http://jukebox.markmail.org/

sanding theinsidepainted areasl rebuilt almost all of the bottom piecdbat hold the casters and metal skirtingt the
suggestion from Victory Glass, | used Seeburg castors instead of the dNgitastyle.

On one sidof the cabinet the veneer came off without a problem. One the other siidlem thebottom glass strip

down, it came off along with another layer of wood. It took a total of four layers of veneer to build that side up to where
it would be level with the glasstrip. Once | got the walnut veneer glued down, | put about 20 coats of very blonde
shellac on to really bring out the grain in the walrRtitting down the veneerfor me,wasthe most difficult part of the
restoration. | had a couple of bubbles anditspih the veneer to deal with. Overall, | think it came out pretty good.
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It looked like there were several patches in the 110 volt wjrgagl decided to ravire the entire machine. | useed

cloth covered wire for the bubble tube heaters and pafrthe star diffuser lightblackcloth covered wire for all lighting,
and brown cloth covered wire for everything el3éat maks it easy to see where the wires are goiGgtting a new AC
cord(not cloth coveredjvired into the junction box was funchrefully unscrewed everythirend drilled out one rivet
attached to the junction box and worked all of the insides out of the box. In the process, | found one whadlatery
smallbit of insulationstrippedoff and was touching the side of the metahction box.When | rewired the two
fluorescent tube fixtures | found another spot where a bare wire was touching nBz#i. bare wires were fixeds
much as | love having these old machines around, | love my home more. | want to be as sure at Incdhitig is
going to burn my house down.

As | mentioned earlier, | sent a few items off to be rebuient the speaker tdudio Venturesn Waukesha, Wisconsin

to getitreconed.¢ KS& RAR | 3INBI G 22 dfteifigding &3 amipyl Jentlit andl thé violineNE O 2
control box to PauDorobialski aPR Novelty in Milwaukee, Wisconsitold Paul that | was also going ¢bange out the
needle in the tone arm to an Astatic Ricartridge. In doing so, | got the tracking weight of thee arm down to about

12 grams. This presented a problem with the esfeblay trip mechanism. When the tone arm was much heavier, it had
enough weightto tripi KS NI § OKS{G GNALI FaaSYofé&d b2 gbehindifo tipkik édl- 1 NI
of-play.| tried making a nevirip wirewith £ S&a SNJ | y 3t S | Bad4fissaimé problerR whign/l @arkeds 2 NJ|
on my 412and switched it over to an Astatic cartridgen the 412, | used a coin switch attached to a solenoid plunger to
act as theratchet trip assembly. It took a few adjustments on the position of the coin switch to get everything working



properly, butitworks greatL. Kl @Sy Qi oSSy Io6ftS G2 FAYR GKIFG aaeSSi

wondering, what have you guys deto get your enebf-play to work properly afteputting in a lighter phono cartridge
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When | started working on the fowecordselector switch
banks, | noticed thasomeof the pushrodshada small rubber
washer missing. That rubber washer is lechbn each push
rod just behind the front metal frame of the switch bank. |
noticed that thepush rodghatRA Ry Qi K| @S (K
were not making proper contact. It appears that if the rubber
washer is missing, it allows the push rod to travet aubair
further out to a resting position directly against the metal
frame. That extra distance traveled allowed the male part of
the switch to slip out of a slot on the femgpart, andlosing
contact. Using some shower pan lining material from Lowes,
gl a FofS G2 YI 1¢® gdbaock bebiaid ah& faht énetal fka®eNNow, all of my push rods travel the
correct distancéackto their resting place and all contacts are good.

According to the serial number, my 1015 is a 1947 mddsdticed that some of the earlier versions (1946)d a few
extra lights. Théront arch on my box has three lights behind the arch plasticsbubble tubesThe 1946 boxes L QY
assumingK I S TA OGS d L-pvvasithiziBsorkid@ding witbfelmertbitls. Also, there used to be a light
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behind thedrapery paneli 2 a4 K2 g 2FF GKS o O VY daNialfigit. Witk thavim mipd, IR2 S&y Q
gryGSR G2 YIFI1S Y& wmanmp | fAG0GtS RA T sWuNiBey light-lpkdbplay. Sg@tS NEB :
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with a slot for the glass to slip down in to. At the bottom of the slot is a st®wrtight strip with 5 LEDs. Whenewvthe

10154 &4 aG2yé¢ (GKAAa RAaLIX L@ Aa |faz 22ypowetskpply iBRédioltdip thésolénaid LJ2
on my endof-play modification. The bader my displayis attached to thaunderside of thenech board with two small
screwsl think my lightup display addsuch2 ¥ & Of  4aé¢ (2 GKS wmnmp®

After getting the cabinet completed and everything back in, it was time to put the light bulbs back in, | swapped all of
GKS AyOlFryRSaOSy( odzZ 0a ¢ A KtabtiNdgeriasdRvill fuddevindn the(eat greraiiady” 3
2 AGK fSaa KSFGI LQY K2LJ y drhekey thingtd rerhéinbed bokiApFor eplatement | &
LEDsis to look at the lumens outpulNot all 2W, 3W, or 4W LEDs have the samechsroutput.Here is a table showing
what incandescent bulbs should be used and what LED bulbs | used:

Upper arch 3x or 5x 15W/115V LED frosted 4W 270 Im
Lower arch: 1x 15W/115V LED frosted 4W 270 Im
Titleholder: 3x 7.5 or 10 W /115V  LED frosted 3W 18l

Waurlitzer: 2x 10W or 15 W/115V LED frosted 4W 270 Im
Star emblem: 7.5W/115V LED frosted 2W 135 Im

[26Sa asStta 'y SEGSyaazy O2NR (KIG LQ@S Feoa R (&2 oK S
cord to use to plug your 1015 intbe wall. The end that plugs into the wall has one femataeptacleon the back side.
Coming out of the side of this male/female plug combination is a 15 foot cord with an on/off rocker switch. This came ir
handy when | was working on the meahd being &le to easilyturn the motor on and off. Now that the 1015 is pretty

much complete and sitting in my rec room, | use this same extension cord to turn the juketodix As you probably

already knowthe power transformer attached to the bottom of the juien box is always on, even if the box is turned

G 2 T ¢ Kditim@ragister that a coin was put into it. Now thtite jukebox isio longer used in a commercial setting
FYR Al LXlFea 2yteé gKSy L gl yid A nailzhe tine. lYéuXan@e intdthel NI y & -
junction box and revire the transformer, but that was too much work. | simply plug the 1015, with its power skgitch

Ay GKS a2yé¢ atlel@estoicdr®@ayicturmthyé jukebost ¢h and off using the remoted@ ¥ a g A G OK (|
of the extension cord. | used double sided tape and taped the remote on/off switch to the back side of the cabinet with
the rocker switch just below the top of the cabin&@he Lowesformationfor the extension cal is:Model# UT80615,

Item# 18569, Cost $11.97.



