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month after his death the Prohibition Laws were
repealed. Ceemak had left to his beir, later
collectively known s the Kelly-Nash machine, 4
rich legacy, For the next 14 yenrs, with Edward 1.
Kelly as mayor, it remained a more ruthless und
more efficient operation than at any time
previously, controlling about 7300 protected
gaming cstablishments.

Public issue

In the meantime the role of organised crime
had become 4 major public issue in America. The
early "30s had literally spawned a new generation
of anti-herocs for the media to publicise, Names
fike John Dillinger, ‘Baby Face' Nelson, 'Pretty
Boy' Floyd, ‘Machine Gun' Kelly, Bonmie Parker
and Clyde Barrow became household words. In
the specific instance of Chicago the federal
authorities had sent Elliot Ness und other
government agents into the city to clean it up.
With hindsight their sucoess was fargely symbolic,
yet it promoted 4 widespread public response
against any of the trappings of a criminal cmpire.
The skot machine, among other com-operated
machines, was the most obvious candidate. From
the Kelly-Nash viewpoint its suppression would
placate the media. in that they would be seen o

be combating crime. while at the same time doing
little damage to their criminal enterprise. In 1935
the Chicugo Anti-Slot Ordinence was passed
banning the operation in the city of all
coin-operated machines,

In 1938 the Awomatc Woeld wrote, with &
certiin degree of naivety, that. 'Chicago during
muny years has had such a bitter experience ol
racketeering, often at pistol point, that the
authorities having lost faith in kid glove methods
of ‘cleaning up' decided that by a simple process’
of wiping out the whole flock they were
destroying the black sheep among them . . and
the fndustry has taken no concerted action 10
counter this outlawry .. . it reminds us of the
rhyme of 'Humpty Dumpty” brought right up to
date:

A Cheeky Coin Machine
Sat on a wall,

Thar Cheeky Coin Machine
Had a great fall,

All the machine mukers
And millions of Cash
Couldn't do a thing

To lessen the Crash,'

A parallel situation to thar experienced in
Chicago bad developed in New York, By the













